17-18 December
book continues in the form of a diary which reproduces with-
out evasion of language the thoughts of his companions and
himself.
CHINA
Negotiations are still going on between General Chang
Hsueh-liang, "the Young Marshal," and the Nanking Govern-
ment. They are preparing to attack the "Young Marshal."
Aeroplanes belonging to the Government are continually
circling over the city of Sianfu.
Friday 18                                                             PARLIAMENT
The House met to-day for the last time before the Christmas
holidays. Captain Macnamara and Mr. W. Roberts, who have
recently visited Spain, gave their impressions of the civil war
and of the feeling of the Spaniards. Captain Macnamara said
that General Franco's army of 20,000 to 30,000 men was hang-
ing on to the western outskirts of Madrid. It was composed
mainly of Moorisli troops who were suffering severely with the
wintry conditions. They had very good evidence that Russian
aeroplanes and tanks were being supplied to the Spanish
Government and were being piloted by Russian aviators and
mechanics, but they did not see. Russian soldiers in any large
number in Madrid. Behind General Franco's lines, so far as they
could get information, there did not seem to be much spon-
taneity to join his colours, because of the Germans and other
foreigners fighting on Spanish territory. With regard to horrors,
he would say quite definitely that he did not think there was
twopence to choose between the two sides. Both sides were
fighting this war brutally and ruthlessly. There was no respect
for the Red Cross. Prisoners were shot, hostages were
slaughtered, and the wounded were murdered in the hospitals
when captured. He believed that both the Government of
Madrid and of General Franco were doing their best to put
an end to these horrors.
Mr. Eden claimed that the policy of non-intervention, in
spite of admitted shortcomings and blatant breaches, had re-
duced the risk of a European war. It might be said that the
French and British Governments had exaggerated the risk of
war last autumn, but it was better to exaggerate than to over-
look the risks. They would not desist from their attempts to
secure mediation in the conflict which they believed would
ultimately be rewarded.
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